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Abstract: The spatio-temporal analysis of burials associated with the Yueshi Culture indicates that, although populations of the
Yueshi Culture tended towards clustering at concentrated settlements, by and large, they intermingled with communities of the
Erlitou Culture at the Erlitou site. Over an extended period, peoples of the two cultures contacted, integrated, estranged and
confronted, undergoing a dynamic process. A comparative analysis of burials of the Erlitou Culture and those associated with the
Yueshi Culture reveals that certain individuals of the Yueshi populations might attain relatively high political and economic status
within the Erlitou polity and have strong acculturation to the ritual norms and ideological frameworks of the Erlitou Culture. This
research offers a new perspective for the archaeological exploration into the formation and interactive mechanisms of “the East-

West Dichotomy of the Yi and the Xia”.
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