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Abstract: A number of Han pictorial hollow bricks arranged in nine-palace grids have been unearthed in Henan’s Xuchang.
They are mostly bricks used to build the tomb entrance. Their typical characteristic is the use of images printed by a single mold
to make up a nine-palace grid. The themes and combinations of pictorial bricks in different nine-palace grids have similarities.
Through research into the themes, combinations and arrangement patterns of nine-palace grids made up of pictorial bricks ever
found in Xuchang, this article finds that, the images on the bricks, from the inner to the outermost, constitute a narrative depicting
a transitional process. It is about the soul of the deceased in this world passing through the nodes separating the Yin and Yang and
finally arriving at the endpoint in the other world. This type of imagery has also been found in Shandong, Shanxi, Sichuan and
Henan’s other regions. Meanwhile, given documentary evidence following the same narrative logic, the article speculates on the
process of spatial transformation in the funeral procession, or sacrificial rites, of the emperors of the Western Han. It might started
in Chang’an, then passed the Wei River Bridge, and ended at the imperial mausoleums in Xianyang. Such imagery influenced the
style of pictorial narratives depicting the dualistic life-and-death space in tombs in the two capitals and even around the entire
country. It reveals the visual expression of concepts of life and death centered on Chang’an in Han Dynasty social thought as

reflected in tombs.
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