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Abstract: The X pattern on painted pottery is a typical motif of the Dahecun type. It experienced an evolutionary trajectory
from asymmetric configurations to symmetrical arrangements. By Phase IV of the Dahecun Site, the X pattern had notable
morphological diversity and pronounced bilateral symmetry. The origin of the X pattern can be traced to the fish-head pattern of
the Banpo type, which, through a prolonged process of evolution, underwent a semiotic metamorphosis of three sequential stages,
i.e., the fish-head pattern, the elongated hook-shaped pattern in the form of the Chinese character *“ “I. ” and the X pattern. Under
the significant influence of the X pattern of the Dahecun type, the Dasikong type in northern Henan nurtured a derivative, the
butterfly-antennae pattern, and gradually developed distinct regional characteristics of its own. Given the fact that the Dahecun
type existed at the intersection of multiple cultures against the backdrop of ethnic integration, as well as the civilisation process
of the Heluo Ancient Kingdom in central Henan during the late Yangshao Culture period, the X pattern transcended its initial role
as a tribal identifier and became the ethnic emblem of the polity known as the Heluo Ancient Kingdom. It not only affirmed the

primacy of the Yangshao Culture but also embodied the fusion of diverse tribes into an integrated cultural-political entity.
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