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Abstract: A large number of white pottery vessels with distinctive local characteristics have been unearthed at the Gaomiao
Culture. They bear intricate incised and stamped motifs, including phoenixes, solar symbols, bared-fang theriomorphic designs
and octagram patterns. The phoenix patterns on white pottery shards have been identified as the earliest prehistoric phoenix images
ever found in China. This article employs methodologies of archaeological typology and semiotic iconography in the analysis of
morphological variations and combinatorial arrangements of the phoenix patterns on white pottery vessels unearthed from the
Gaomiao Culture. Meanwhile, it cross-examines relevant texts and unearthed artifacts. It also contextualizes the phoenix patterns
in unique local social practices and cultural customs to explore their symbolic meanings. As the prototype of China’s traditional
phoenix images, the phoenix patterns on white pottery vessels unearthed from the Gaomiao Culture reflect ancient people’s
worship of “divine birds” and their spiritual beliefs, embody spatio-temporal and cosmological concepts of ancient times, and are

of foundational significance for the research into other theomorphic zoomorphic ornamentation in early ritual art.
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