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Abstract: There are three major domains of current research on Northern Song imperial mausoleums. They are early 20th-
century investigative documentation of Northern Song imperial mausoleums by international scholars, contemporary systematic
excavations and archaeological surveys of Northern Song imperial mausoleums, and specialised studies on topics like funerary
rituals, mausoleum architecture, stone sculptures, art heritage, conservation and management of Northern Song imperial
mausoleums. Existing limitations and gaps in the results of current research into Northern Song imperial mausoleums call for
enhanced scholarly focus on the following three aspects. Firstly, the archival research and compilation of foundational research
materials; secondly, an emphasis on innovation in research topics and the enhancement of theoretical sophistication and depth of

research; and thirdly, the strengthening of systematic multidisciplinary research.
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