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Abstract: Current research posits that the blue-and-white bowl unearthed from the tomb of Prince Xi of Shu of the Ming Dynasty is
the earliest example of folk-kiln blue-and-white porcelains of the Ming Dynasty. However, a detailed re-examination reveals that the
bowl actually dates to the early Wanli Era of the Ming Dynasty. Not a funerary object buried in the tomb of Prince Xi of Shu, it was
most likely an oil lamp used by tomb robbers. Furthermore, the production of blue-and-white porcelains by folk kilns at Jingdezhen
commenced during the Xuande Era of the Ming Dynasty. Throughout the so-called “interregnum in porcelain production” in the Ming

Dynasty, it experienced explosive growth rather than stagnation. Therefore, the concept of an “interregnum in porcelain production”

in the Ming Dynasty applies exclusively to imperial kilns, not to folk kilns.
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