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complexes
Abstract: Accompanying tombs constituted a significant component of Western Han imperial mausoleums. The outermost
precincts of most imperial mausoleums contain varying numbers of such accompanying tombs in diverse locations. It is found
that there is a phased evolution in the spatial distribution, overall patterning and development of accompanying tombs of
imperial mausoleums. Influenced by relevant institutional frameworks, infrastructural limitations, and political considerations,
the distribution of accompanying tombs reflects not only the content and significance of the accompanying tombs themselves,
but also sheds light on the broader planning of mausoleum complexes and systems regulating the arrangement of accompanying
burials. The distribution of accompanying tombs evolved from a concentrated arrangement on one side of the imperial mausoleum
to a more dispersed pattern on multiple sides. In the late Western Han, the accompanying tombs were predominantly built on the
south side, and correlated with the development and transformation of the middle precinct of the imperial mausoleum, reflecting a
shift in the main part of the outermost precinct from east to south and ultimately contributing to the reorientation of Western Han
imperial mausoleums from an eastward-oriented plan to a southward-oriented one by the end of the Western Han. The reorientation

was a key factor in the carrying on of the southward-oriented layout of Eastern Han imperial mausoleums.
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