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Keywords: number of inner coffins and outer coffins; size of inner coffins and outer coffins; culture and traditions; ritual innovations
Abstract: Systems of coffin use constituted a crucial part of the ritual system of the Zhou Dynasty, and are seen as key indicators of
tomb occupants’ identities and social status. In the Spring and Autumn Period, in the states of Qi and Lu, a set of one wooden inner coffin
and one wooden outer coffin was buried in aristocratic tombs of middle and low ranks. One inner coffin nested within two outer coffins (one
of the outer coffins was made of stone) was used in tombs of high-ranking nobles of the State of Qi. In the Warring States Period, a nested
coffin structure consisting of three layers was commonly used in large tombs of around 100m?, or more, in both states. In the State of Qi,
wooden and stone coffins were structured into an inner coffin enclosed within two outer coffins, while the Zhou community in the State
of Lu used two wooden inner coffins nested within a single wooden outer coffin. In aristocratic tombs smaller than 35m? and tombs of
nobles of the indigenous Yi populations in the State of Lu, the use of one wooden inner coffin within one wooden outer coffin continued.
The size of inner and outer coffins, especially that of the outer coffins, reflect distinct hierarchical gradation, and has a relatively fixed
proportional relationship with the scale of tomb chambers. The systems of coffin use in the states of Qi and Lu were similar to those used
in the Zhou states in the Central Plains and the State of Zhongshan, but differed markedly from those of states of the eastern Yi people
and the State of Chu. This reflects the complex interplay of cultural traditions, geographical environments and ethnic interactions in
shaping the systems of coffin use. The systems of coffin use across Eastern Zhou states are often inconsistent with records in the Three
Ritual Classics and other historical documents. It is probably because of the relatively late compilation of these books and documents and

significant influence by subsequent ritual norms.
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