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Abstract: In the investigation into systems of imperial mausoleums of the Five Dynasties, in 2022, Henan Provincial Institute
of Cultural Heritage and Archaeology, working in collaboration with Yuzhou Municipal Bureau of Cultural Relics Management,
conducted archaeological reconnaissance surveys at imperial mausoleums of the Later Han of the Five Dynasties in Henan’s
Yuzhou. One is Ruiling Mausoleum of Emperor Gaozu, and the other is Yingling Mausoleum of Emperor Yin. Emperor Gaozu’s
Ruiling Mausoleum consists, from south to north, of watchtowers and a spirit road and an enclosure leading to the mausoleum.
On either side of the spirit road are stone statues of animals and human figures. The enclosure is enclosed by walls, each side
of the enclosure has a gate. The subterranean burial chamber is a single stone-built room. It was transitional, and had a direct
influence on the spirit road of the Northern Song imperial mausoleums. The construction of Emperor Yin’s Yingling Mausoleum
took place in the Later Zhou. It followed simplified burial practices, without a walled enclosure or stone statues of animals and

human figures along the spirit road. Its subterranean burial chamber is built of brick.
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