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Abstract: This article systematically analyzes animal remains of the Xia-Shang dynasties unearthed from Huangweihui Compound
No. 48 within the palace area of Zhengzhou Shang City site, and explores animal resource utilisation strategies at the site. The
research indicates that, in this area, there was an established meat supply system, which was primarily reliant on domestic pigs
and cattles and supplemented by wild animals. The scaling up and systematization of livestock farming both reflect an increase in
the specialisation of subsistence economies. During the Erligang Culture period, technical innovation in bone-tool manufacturing,
with suspected use of bronze tools, improved production efficiency. Meanwhile, animal resources played a significant role in
religious rituals. The ecological environment back at that time was warm and humid. The nearby forest edges, open woodlands
and stable freshwater bodies provided an environmental foundation for animal diversity. The findings are important evidence
for the investigation into the mechanisms of resource management, the structure of human-environment interactions and the

developmental process of social complexity during the formation of early states.
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